SEX
Butler, a prophet before his time, had suggested in his Note Books
that any sexual practice in vogue among cnice people' at any
remove of space and time could not be reprehensible. The
Greeks and Polynesians he thought nice people, and was per-
haps making a covert plea for both sentimental homosexuality
and pre-marital promiscuity. Samuel Butler was widely read in
the Twenties.
Homosexuality had been on the increase among the upper
classes for a couple of generations, though almost unknown
among working people. The upper-class boarding-school system
of keeping boy and girl away from any contact with each other
was responsible. In most cases the adolescent homosexual be-
came sexually normal on leaving school; but a large minority of
the more emotional young people could not shake off the fas-
cination of perversity. In post-war university circles, where
Oscar Wilde was considered both a great poet and a martyr to
the spirit of intolerance, homosexuality no longer seemed a sign
of continued adolescence. Shakespeare, Caesar, Socrates, and
Michelangelo were quo ted in justification of the male practice;
Sappho, Christina of Sweden, and the painter, Rosa Bonheur, of
the female. True, Christianity condemned it, but Relativity dis-
missed Christianity as a take-it-or-leave-it hypothesis. So long
as one acted consistently in accordance with one's personal
hypothesis, and was not ashamed of what one did, all was well.
Thus homosexuals spent a great deal of their time preaching the
aesthetic virtues of the habit, and made more and more con-
verts. Their text-books Were The Intermediate Sex, a bright little
volume by Edward Carpenter, and Havelock Ellis's massive
The Psychology of Sex. The Lesbians were more quiet about their
aberrations at first; but, if pressed, they justified themselves
more practically than the men by pointing out that there were
not enough men to go round in a monogamous system, and
that though the Act of 1886 penalized sodomy there was no
definite illegality in the female practice if not performed to the
public scandal.
When anti-French feeling in 1922 had caused a revulsion in
favour of the poor downtrodden Germans, the more openly
practised homosexuality of Berlin seemed brave and honest: in
certain Berlin dancing-halls, it was pointed out, women danced
only with women and men with men. Germany land of the free!
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